
Photos from this exhibition were taken in the 30 km exclusion zones of 
Chernobyl from 2007 to 2014 and the exclusion zones of Fukushima from 
2012 to 2017. As a result of the two nuclear meltdowns, all residents were 
forced to evacuate. As time goes by, their homelands have not only been 
abandoned but have been transformed drastically. The world must use these 
two catastrophic nuclear accidents as lessons to be passed on to future 
generations.  

I am in the gallery, so please feel free to approach me.  My English is not  
exceptional, but I look forward to communicating with you!  

                                                                          Oct31, 2017  
　                              
                                                                                                          Jun Nakasuji  
　　　　　　 　                                                     Photographer  
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A
Radioactive waste-filled bags glow eerily 
under the shining stars. 
(Tomioka  Aug 2017) 



Interest in the Fukushima meltdown  
has been abating with the passing of  
time.  I hope to keep the memory of 
the disaster alive and continue bringing 
attention to the present situation of 
Fukushima.  

（Please feel free to write your messages and opinions here)  

Eye of Futaba Evacuee
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A ferris wheel in Pripyat. 
Opening day was set for May 1, 1986, five days after the 
accident.  Children living in Pripyat  were looking forward to 
enjoying this attraction, but that day never came. 
(May 2009) 



Near Tomioka Station, a clock at a 
barber shop indicates the time of 
the earthquake in 2011.  Many 
neighboring houses were engulfed 
by the colossal tsunami. 
(Oct 2013) 



C
A mushroom emerging from the floor in a Pripyat 
cinema theater.  A scene from a primitive mother 
earth.  
(Oct 2007)



Cooling tower at reactors 5 & 6 at 
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant(ChNPP) .  
It was under construction during the time 
of the accident but became highly 
contaminated . 
(May 2009) 



The sarcophagus covering reactor 4 at 
ChNPP.  It was built six months after 
the accident, but due to wear and tear, 
plans for a New Safe Confinement were 
put into effect.  The “Arch” was 
completed in November 26, 2016.   
(Oct 2007)
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テキストを入力してください

Walking around a desolate shopping street in the coastal area of 
Fukushima, also known as Hamadoori.  In the spring of 2017, 
evacuation orders for Namie and Tomioka were lifted though 
many problems still remained unresolved.  
Upper / Namie-Shinmachi Shopping Area (June 2014)  
Middle / Futaba Old Route 6 (June 2014） 
Bottom / Front of Okuma Station (Sep 2014) 



Tattered balls abandoned on the baseball field of a high 
school in Futaba, 4 km away from Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Plant. 
(Nov 2014) 



A panoramic view of Pripyat, home to the ChNPP workers and 
their families.  It was kept in secret and was not on the face of any 
maps of the USSR prior to the Chernobyl meltdown.  Two days 
after the accident on April 26, 1986, Pripyat became a ghost town. 
In contrast, 31 years later, trees tower in the sky. 
(May 2009）
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★

A Bright Future? 
This city entrance sign in Futaba reads “Nuclear Power for a 
Bright Future.”   Ironically, the evacuation caused by the 
Fukushima Daiichi meltdown brought doom to this town leaving 
only a lonely red traffic signal. 



Sunrise from the mountains in Okuma.  Nuclear fusion of 
the sun gave grace to all life on earth.  Nuclear fission by 
humans gave us misfortune. 
(May 2017）
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Forsaken dolls in a Pripyat kindergarten. 
(Dec 2011)

Untouched for four and a half years, a forgotten supermarket 
magazine rack.  
(Oct 2015) 



The flow of time in Pripyat: one from a hotel room; the other from a 
community center music room. 
(May 2009 to Feb 2013)

Scenes from a supermarket in Tomioka.  Wild animals charged in and 
feasted on all the food.  
(Oct 2015）



Quiet winter view of Pripyat’s center square.  
(Feb 2013）

Tsunami aftermath of Namie, 4 km north of Fukushima Daiichi. 
(Apr 2016)
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Radioactive waste from the accident lies buried under the 
grassland on the west side of ChNPP. 
(Jul 2012)   

Large rice fields neighbored the banks of the Kumakawa 
River.  After the Fukushima meltdown, they were left 
uncultivated, an invitation for goldenrod weeds to pervade 
and bloom.(Oct 2014） 



Orphaned dolls at a Pripyat 
kindergarten.  This town had a 
population of 45,000, but two days 
after the accident, not a living soul 
remained. 
(Oct 2007) 
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（C） Chernobyl 

（F ）Fukushima 

   1) A young tree emerges from the wall of reactor 5 (C). 

   2) Scattered gas masks on the floor of a Pripyat elementary school. 　 

   　 Schools were equipped with them during the Cold War Years (C). 

   3) The original residents still congregate at this church in the    

       evacuated  village (C). 

   4) From the show window of a customerless clothing store, a smiling 

        mannequin models the new fashion for spring 2011 (F). 

   5) Kindergartners’ favorite cups silently remain unused (C). 

   6) Post tsunami planetarium in Namie  (F). 

   7) Three years later, beached ships are endlessly embraced by the  

       grass (F). 

   8) Construction of the cooling tower for Reactors 5 & 6 were halted in 

       the  aftermath (C). 



   9) Portraits of Lenin were strewn in Pripyat like scattered confetti (C). 

  10) Radioactively “hot” dolls now reside in a Kopachi kindergarten  

         playground (C). 

  11) Glimpse of the music hall in Pripyat Central Hospital (C). 

  12) Reflection of a solitaire red light from a puddle in an empty town (F). 

  13) A bus stop sign unwillingly bearhugged by trees (F). 

  14) A lonely goldenrod burgeoning from a “rad-bag”  (F). 

  15) A dragonfly unknowingly perches on a radiation warning sign (F). 

  16) Eventless gymnasium in a Pripyat junior high school (C). 



“ See you  again in this  classroom someday.” 
The homeroom teacher came back on a temporary visit and 
wrote this in 2012.  The students never returned.  Their 
school bags still remain silently on the desks. 
（Tomioka Aug 2016） 
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Route 6  in Kuma-machi, Okuma.  This area is still off limits due 
to high levels of radiation.  The barricades along the street are 
overbearing not to mention reminiscent of the wire 
entanglements of Auschwitz.  They symbolize separation.  
（Oct 2015) 



J
Vines now populate the ground of an Okuma kindergarten. 
Highly contaminated,  it is hopeless to expect to hear the 
laughter of children in the near future. 
(Sep 2014）



The coast at Odaka in Minami Souma was not only severely 
devastated by the tsunami, it was designated as an exclusion 
zone due to the Fukushima meltdown. 
(May 2012) 



The scoreboard at Futaba High School baseball field.  The 
number represents the remaining days until the big baseball 
tournament.  
（Nov 2014) 



A shopping street in Tomioka at dawn, 10 km away from 
Fukushima Daiichi.  Security lights in the uninhabited town 
fade as the sun rises. 
(Mar 2014)　    



K
The morning haze around Fukushima Daiichi.  Visible are 
the high voltage power lines heading for Tokyo.  Electricity 
produced here is distributed to Tokyo and other cities in the 
Kanto area. 
（Nov 2016）



⬛Around the pillar

A restaurant in Tomioka.  For four 
years and eight months, a perfectly set 
table waits for the absent customers. 
(Oct 2015)

The children’s gas masks scattered 
on the floor in a Pripyat school.  
They were  protection in case of US 
atomic attacks. 
(May 2009）



A kindergarten in Futaba. 
A faded Pikachu forlornly waits for the 
children who never came back.  
(Aug 2016）



Though the evacuation orders were lifted, the lights of the 
city remain unlit.  Beyond the somber Namie seashore lurks a 
brightly illuminated Fukushima Daiichi. 
(Apr 2017) 



Four years after the meltdown, untouched 
Japanese white radishes with price tags 
remain on a shelf in a supermarket. The 
farmer who grew them lived just one kilo 
away from Fukushima Daiichi. 
(Jun 2015) 



Black Flexible Container Bags.　 
These bags are filled with low level 
radioactive waste scraped from the ground.  
The seaside area of Tomioka has been invaded 
by these giant mountains of waste.  It is as if 
the black tsunami has attacked once again. 
(May 2015) 
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A dismal Tomioka seashore. 
(May 2015) 

Many of these rad-bags are filled 
with soil from rice and vegetable 
fields.  After a year, it’s not 
surprising that various kinds of 
plants emerge. 
(Jun 2015)    



A baseball field in Tomioka bombarded with endless rad-bags. 
Fortunately, the bags were transported to a temporary 
storage area a year later. 
(Nov 2014) 



Tomioka seashore.  Labeled “SHIELD” 
in Japanese, these bags are filled with 
uncontaminated soil for radiation 
shielding. 
(May 2015)

These rad-bags are a daunting 
distraction to the beautiful 
changing leaves of autumn. 
(Nov 2014） 



                          Vicissitudes 

The radiation contamination from the nuclear disasters is not visible to 
the naked eye.  However, with the passage of time, we can see the 
destruction it has produced.  The vanishing land altering with time 
unquestionably affirms the dangers of nuclear power. 



Turning of the seasons at a Buddhist temple in 
Tomioka. 
(Oct 2013, Apr 2014, Oct 2016） 



Turning of the seasons at Tomioka-Gawa River 

Even after decontamination clean-up was 
carried out, a car damaged by the tsunami was 
still left as is.  When  summer arrived, it 
drowned completely in a sea of green grass. 
（Apr 2016, May 2016, Aug 2016, Oct 2016） 



The farmer’s market in Namie was shut  
down eternally by the Fukushima 
accident. The local farmers will never 
again cultivate the lush land they once 
toiled over with pride. 
(Oct 2014, Apr 2016, Oct 2016） 



Bicycles of the high school students were 
deserted in front of Namie Station. After clean-up 
operations commenced, the bicycles finally 
disappeared in the autumn of 2016. 
(Oct 2014 ,  Apr 2016,  Aug 2016,  Oct 2016,  Nov 
2016) 



Even now an unreturnable town. 
In September 2015, the evacuation order was lifted 
in Naraha located 15 km away from Fukushima 
Daiichi. At present, only 10% of the original 
residents have returned. The tattered posters of 
the politicians emulate the lonely atmosphere. 
（Oct 2013, Apr 2016, Aug 2016, Oct 2016,Apr2017）



The great migration of “Makkuro-Kurosuke” (dust 
bunnies). 
Makkuro-Kurosuke is a famous character from one 
of Hayao Miyazaki’s animations.  It is an enormous 
round black creature resembling the black flexible 
container bags. 

Mounds of bags were stored  in the baseball field in 
Tomioka,  but two years later, they were suddenly 
relocated. The radiation  never disappeared,  just the 
bags! 
（Oct 2013, Nov 2013, Nov 2014, May 2015, Oct 2016）



The station sign on the platform has been 
bent by thriving vines.  Despite this small 
station in Minami Souma being swallowed 
up by greenery, the railway route was 
reopened in April 2017. 
（Oct 2013, Sep 2014, Oct 2014, Feb 2015)



Our horizon has vanished! 
The seaside in Tomioka was devastated by 
the  mammoth tsunami in 2011. Now it has 
evolved into storage space for life-
threatening rad-bags. 
（Oct 2013, Feb 2014, Oct 2016） 



These ships were used for recovery work 
in Chernobyl after the meltdown, but 
were junked due to high contamination. 
After recent radiation level checks were 
conducted, metals scraps with safe levels 
have been recycled. 
(Top / Oct 2007     Bottom / Feb 2013) 



The New Safe Confinement was 
completed in autumn 2016, 30 years 
after the previous sarcophagus was 
built. The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
funded the construction for this 
project. The new “Arch” is estimated to 
last 100 years. 
(Top / Feb 2013  Bottom / Feb 2014) 



The symbolic ferris wheel in an extinct 
Pripyat  
(Top / Oct 2007    Bottom / Feb 2013) 



In 1999, twenty-three Przewalski 
horses were released into the 30km 
restricted zone in Chernobyl to 
increase thier population.  They turned 
wild and bred, but unfortunately their 
numbers are decreasing again. 
(Top / Jul 2012    Bottom / Feb 2013) 



Seasonal warning signs for high level 
radioactivity in Chernobyl.  
(2007-2013) 



Four seasons from an apartment in Pripyat. 
(Oct 2007-Feb 2014) 



Synchronicity
P

When I travel to Fukushima and Chernobyl, I get an indescribable feeling. 
I somehow come across places that are remarkably similar in both cities. 
I call it “strange synchronicity.”  The nuclear accidents occurred 25 
years apart and 8000 km away, yet they are oddly connected. 



Top / View of Fukushima Daiichi.  The Pacific Ocean now faces a lonely 
desolate town.  
(Oct 2015） 

Bottom / View of  ChNPP from the roof of a Pripyat apartment.   Without 
any human life in the city, the street lined poplar trees have transformed 
into a plush forest. 
(Jul 2012) 



Top / View of Fukushima Daiichi  from 
the seaside of Okuma.  The air level 
radiation was around 30 μSv/h in 
2013. 
(Dec 2013) 

Bottom/ The New Safe Confinement  
under construction in Chernobyl. 
(Completed in November 2016). 
(Feb 2014) 



High voltage lines surround 
Fukushima Daiichi.  The final 
destination:  far-off metropolitans 
where the residents lead abundant 
city lives. 
Top / Mountainous region  in 
Okuma  
 May 2016   
Bottom  /South of ChNPP   
Dec 2011 



A road sign blocking entrance to the 
exclusion zone and a sign warning 
about high level radioactivity.  The 
usage of similar colors is quite 
surprising. 
Top / Roadside in Okuma 　 
Mar 2014  
 Bottom / In front of Kopachi 
Kindergarten 　 
Dec 2011 



Wild boars run amok around a 
spacious ghost town. 

Top /  Center of Tomioka   
(Oct 2013 ) 
Bottom / Suburbs of Chernobyl City  
(May 2009） 



A withered foliage plant.  A remnant 
of how greenery must have soothed 
someone at one time. 
Top / Inside a store in Namie    
 Dec 2014 
 Bottom / Inside Pripyat Central 
Hospital      
Jul 2012 



Top / A blackboard in a classroom in 
Tomioka.  The teacher wrote a message 
to her students: “I hope to see you 
again in this classroom.”  No one ever 
came back. 
(Apr 2014) 
Bottom / A classroom in a Pripyat high 
school.  
(Dec 2011) 



    Greenery 

Q
The uninhabited land caused by the nuclear accidents 
become covered with excessive green vegetation.  Looking at 
the roads, houses, railways and towns…. it is as if mother 
earth is trying to cure herself.  



Thick moss carpets the floors inside the buildings of 
Pripiyat.  It resembles a luscious primitive earth. 
（May 2009） 



①



1)German-Soviet War memorial. 

(Narodych Jul 2012) 

2) House construction unexpectedly halted after the accident.  

(Namie Aug 2017) 

3) Sweet sounds are extinct from this music hall in Pripyat Central 

Hospital.  

(Pripyat  Jul 2012) 

4) A propaganda sign board of Lenin, hidden from the public forever.  

(Pripyat  Jul 2012） 

5) A Gas station buried in green vines. 

 (Futaba  Aug 2016）  

6) Shoes at the mercy of green moss at a nursery school.  

(Pripyat  Dec 2011) 

7) Even after evacuation orders are lifted, a car still waits for its owner.  

(Tomioka Aug 2017） 



8) A young tree stretches up toward the bright light.  

(Pripyat  May 2009) 

9) Trees make their debut from the shattered windows of a building.  

(Pripyat  Jul 2012） 

10) Powerful vines effortlessly invade a plastic greenhouse.   

(Tomioka Sep 2014) 

11) The view of fresh verdure from a car contradicts the mildewy 

steering wheel and stick shift inside. 

(Tomioka  May 2015) 

12) Thriving plants in the flower bed have overpowered a small beauty 

salon.（Futaba  Aug 2016) 

13) The small villages around ChNPP  nestle down in the woods. 

(Chernobyl   Jul 2012) 

14) Green mugwort grows rampant at the Namie Station bicycle parking 

lot.(Namie  Oct 2015） 



A young tree bursts out from the 
floor in a Pripyat kindergarten.
(May 2009) 



R
Contrasting with the dismal background, 
small flowers bloom to life during spring 
in Pripyat. 
（May 2009) 



In summer, evacuation areas become buried under vast creeping 
vines, a “ Green Tsunami” of Fukushima Daiichi.  
（Top / Okuma  Aug 2017   Middle / Namie  Sep 2015  Bottom /  
Okuma  Aug 2017) 



The shopping street in front of Tomioka Station. 
Ravaged by the tsunami, the ground floors of  most of 
the houses were damaged beyond repair. 
 (Oct 2013) 



A heart-shaped home base framed with clover gives 
a bittersweet impression on the Tomioka No1 
Elementary School playground. 
(May 2015)



Shinto shrine in Namie town unwillingly decorated 
with vines.  
(Oct 2015） 



Farmers’ coats hang motionless on the 
wall in a forgotten house in Chernobyl. 
（May 2009) 



Momouchi Station in Minami Souma.  After the massive 
earthquake and unforeseen accident at Fukushima Daiichi, 
train service was discontinued.  Consequently, the railroad 
tracks have been camouflaged by flourishing green vines. 
   (Sep 2014) 

S



Around Chernobyl

Ship Graveyard in the suburbs of Chernobyl City.  The ships were 
used for rescue work during the Chernobyl accident, but became 
highly contaminated and ultimately discarded. 
(Oct 2007) 



An abandoned house in a village 10 km away from ChNPP. 
Though people are still prohibited to live in this area due to high 
radiation levels, several older citizens reside here illegally. 
(Dec 2011) 
 



Russian avant-garde stained glass art at a bus terminal.   The 
accident at Chernobyl is often known as the beginning of the 
end of the Soviet Cold War. 
(Oct 2007) 





These are the people who live within the 30 km 
Chernobyl exclusion zone.  
Even after the meltdown in 1986, many middle aged 
people went back to their villages. Long unendurable 
evacuations in the big cities also convinced people to 
return illegally to their homelands. These returnees 
were dubbed “Samashoru,” which means “selfish 
people” in Ukrainian. 



http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-
security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx

Chernobyl Accident 1986

http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-
and-security/safety-of-plants/fukushima-accident.aspx

Fukushima Accident 2011

For more information, please look at this web site  !!

http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/fukushima-accident.aspx
http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx
http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/fukushima-accident.aspx
http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx
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